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The breeding season has 
begun

Th i s  b reed ing  season  was  k i cked  o f f  by  t he  

nes t i ng  coup le  i n  Mandy -Lu ,  a  wooden  nes t  box  

t ha t  was  unoccup i ed  l a s t  b reed ing  season .  

Mandy -Lu  ha tched  on  15  o f  Novembe r  and  by  

Chr i s tmas ,  t he re  were  47  eggs  and  26  ch i cks  i n  

16  nes t s !  Be tween  Chr i s tmas  and  New  Yea r s  

ano the r  2  ch i cks  ha tched  b r i ng ing  t he  t o t a l  t o  

28 .  Wi th  3  more  mon ths  o f  t he  b reed ing  season  

t o  come ,  we  a l l  knew  i t  was  go ing  t o  be  a  busy  

one .  

F i ve  days  a f t e r  Mandy -Lu  I  ha tched ,  a  second  

ch i ck  f o l l owed .  Acco rd i ng  t o  ou r  p rev i ous  

r e sea r ch ,  because  i t  was  so  much  younge r  i t  had  

a  ve r y  h igh  r i s k  o f  dy ing  f r om  s t a r va t i on .  The  

pa ren t s  wi l l  f eed  t he  f i r s t  ch i ck  more  f ood ,  more  

o f t en ,  p reen ing  and  ca r i ng  f o r  i t ,  wh i l e  t he  

second  ch i ck  s l ow l y  d ie s  o f  s t a r va t i on .  Tha t ’ s  

whe re  ou r  t r ans l oca t i on  p rog ram  comes  i n .   

On  21  Novembe r  2017 ,  we  t ook  Mandy -Lu  I ,  o r  

Pe rucho  as  he  was  now  known ,  f r om  t he  nes t  and  

b rough t  h im  back  t o  t he  r e sea r ch  cen t r e  so  t ha t  
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h i s  younge r  s i b l i ng  wou ld  be  ca red  f o r  by  i t s  

pa ren t s ,  g i v i ng  i t  a  much  be t t e r  chance  o f  

su r v i va l .  

Our  ve te r i na r i an  spen t  t he  nex t  8  days  and  n igh t s  

f eed ing  Pe rucho ,  keep ing  h i s  b roode r  a t  a  

spec i f i c  t empe ra tu r e  by  us i ng  a  ca r  ba t t e r y  and  

l im i t ed  e l ec t r i c i t y ,  mon i to r i ng  h i s  we igh t  and  

chang ing  h i s  bedd ing .  I t  was  on l y  t he  beg inn ing  

o f  many  s l eep l e s s  n igh t s .  (con t i nued  page  3 . . . )  

Pe rucho ,  t he  f i r s t  ch i c k  o f  2018  b reed i ng  season  a t  

TRC .



The Tambopata Macaw Project
S ince  1999 ,  t he  Tambopa ta  Macaw  P ro j ec t  has  mon i to r ed  a  t o t a l  o f  132  wi ld  Sca r l e t  Macaw  nes t s  i n  t he  

f o r e s t  a round  t he  Tambopa ta  Resea rch  Cen t r e ,  i n  t he  l ow l ands  o f  Sou th  Eas te rn  Pe ru .  Unde r  t he  d i r ec t i on  o f  

Dona ld  B r i gh t sm i t h ,  t he  p ro j ec t  has  been  i n s t r umen ta l  i n  de te rm in i ng  t he  l i f e  h i s to r y  t r a i t s ,  behav io r  and  

ch i ck  deve lopmen t  i n  Sca r l e t  Macaws .  

Be fo re  t h i s  p ro j ec t  began  i n  1989  t he  wor ld  knew  ve r y  l i t t l e  abou t  t he  behav io r  and  deve lopmen t  o f  l a r ge  

macaws .  Wi th  a lmos t  20  yea r s  o f  ha rd  work  we  have  been  ab l e  t o  d i scove r  so  much  abou t  how  t hese  spec i e s  

l i v e ,  wha t  t hey  ea t  and  how  t hey  i n t e r ac t .  We  have  been  ab l e  t o  con t r i bu te  t o  t he i r  conse r va t i on  and  he lp  

o the r  p ro j ec t s  deve lop  t echn iques  t o  do  t he  same .  

Map  o f  t he  Tambopa t a  Na t i ona l  Rese r ve  i n  Mad re  De  D ios ,  Pe ru .  The  b l ue  a r r ow  shows  whe re  t he  Tambopa t a  

Resea r ch  Cen t r e  i s  l o ca t ed .

Cur r en t l y ,  we  a re  f ocused  on  deve lop ing  t echn iques  t o  save  baby  Sca r l e t  macaw  ch i cks .  Our  r e sea r ch  shows  

t ha t  a lmos t  ha l f  o f  ch i cks  d ie  be fo re  f l edg ing  and  t ha t  s t a r va t i on  i s  t he  ma in  cause .  

Sca r l e t  macaws  usua l l y  l a y  be tween  2 -4  eggs ,  bu t  on l y  1  o r  2  ch i cks  su r v i ve  t o  f l edg ing  age .  Our  t r i a l  s tud i e s  

sugges t  t ha t  i f  3  ch i cks  ha tch  i n  one  nes t ,  t he  3 rd  ch i ck  has  a  much  h ighe r  chance  o f  su r v i va l  i f  i t  i s  moved  

i n t o  a  nes t  wi th  no  ch i cks ,  o r  on l y  1  ch i ck .  The  new  pa ren t s  wi l l  adop t  and  ca re  f o r  t he  new  ch i ck ,  a l l ow ing  i t  

t o  r each  matu r i t y  and  f l edge  f r om  t he  nes t .   

What we do 

Where we are



Howeve r ,  be fo re  she  d id ,  she  was  j o i ned  i n  t he  

r e sea r ch  cen t r e  by  two  o the r  new l y  ha tched  ch i cks  

f r om  F ranz .  Th i s  nes t  has  had  t he  same  Sca r l e t  Macaw  

coup le  nes t i ng  f o r  seven  yea r s  i n  a  r ow  now  and  t hey  

f i gh t  ha rd  eve r y  yea r  t o  keep  i t .  We  suspec t  t hey  a re  a  

matu re  pa i r  wi th  l o t s  o f  b reed ing  expe r i ence ,  wh ich  i s  

why  t hey  can  ho ld  t he i r  own  aga in s t  o the r  adu l t  

macaws  and  o f t en  success fu l l y  f l edge  one  o r  two  

ch i cks  i n  a  season .   

We  knew  t ha t  t he  f i r s t  ch i ck  f r om  F ranz  was  due  t o   

Ove r  t he  nex t  week ,  c l imb ing  t eams  were  sen t  t o  t he  

Mandy -Lu  nes t  eve r y  day  t o  c l imb  t o  t he  nes t ,  t a ke  

ou t  t he  second  ch i ck  and  send  i t  sa f e l y  down  t o  t he  

ve te r i na r i an  on  t he  g round .  Once  t he re ,  t he  ch i ck  

was  we ighed ,  measu red ,  checked  f o r  pa ra s i t e s  and  

s i gns  o f  s t a r va t i on .  

I n  t he  beg inn ing ,  a l l  seemed  we l l  and  t he  second  

ch i ck  was  pu t t i ng  on  we igh t  as  expec ted .  Howeve r ,  

a f t e r  a  week ,  i t s  so f t  p ink  body  was  r i dd l ed  wi th  

bo t f l y s  and  i t  wasn ' t  ga in i ng  we igh t .  The  ve te r i na r i an  

was  conce rned  so  i t  was  dec ided  t ha t  t he  two  ch i cks  

wou ld  be  sw i t ched ;  Pe rucho  wou ld  r e t u rn  t o  h i s  nes t  

and  t he  second  ch i ck  wou ld  be  t a ken  back  t o  t he  

r e sea r ch  cen t r e  un t i l  i t  had  g rown  s t r onge r .  

So ,  on  29  Novembe r  we  checked  t he  wea the r ,  

p repa red  t he  c l imb ing  equ ipmen t ,  t he  bucke t s ,  

came ras ,  vo lun tee r s  and  headed  back  t o  t he  nes t  

Mandy -Lu .  We  a l l  sa id  ou r  goodbyes  t o  Pe rucho  and  

wished  h im  l u ck  as  he  was  sa f e l y  t r ans f e r r ed  i n t o  h i s  

nes t .  As  t he  second  ch i ck  was  l owe red  down  t he  two  

macaw  pa ren t s  f l ew  i n t o  t he  nes t  and  s t a r t ed  t o  

p reen  and  f eed  Pe rucho .  They  accep ted  h im  back  

wi thou t  a  second  t hough t !  

Aroha ,  t he  second  ch i ck  f r om  Mandy -Lu ,  was  ca red  

f o r  by  ou r  ded i ca ted  t eam  i n  t he  r e sea r ch  cen t r e  f o r  

a lmos t  two  weeks  be fo re  she  was  hea l t hy  and  s t r ong  

enough  t o  r e t u rn  t o  he r  nes t  wi th  Pe rucho .   

Chick  3  from  the  nest  Franz  was  named  'Walker '  and  only  

weighed  19  grams  when  he  hatched.  

The  field  leader,  Liz  Villanueva,  syringe  feeding  Aroha,  the  second  

chick  from  nest  Mandy-Lu.  

As  t he  b reed ing  season  
app roaches ,  Sca r l e t  Macaw   
coup le s  wi l l  f i gh t  ove r  t he  
mos t  des i r ab l e  nes t s .  
Some t imes  a  coup le  wi l l  
ho ld  a  nes t  f o r  mon ths  on l y  
t o  be  boo ted  ou t  by  a  
s t r onge r  coup le  j u s t  be fo re  
t hey  s t a r t  l a y i ng  t he i r  eggs !   

ha tch  on  28  o f  Novembe r  and  so  i t  d id .  F rom  t h i s  

da te  on ,  we  c l imbed  F ranz  eve r y  day  t o  check  

whe the r  t he  second  and  t h i r d  ch i ck  had  ha tched .  On  

3  Decembe r  t he  second  ch i ck  f r om  F ranz  ha tched ,  

f o l l owed  by  a  t h i r d  ch i ck  t h r ee  days  l a t e r .  

  

continued from page 1......

To  g i ve  a l l  t h r ee  ch i cks  t he  bes t  chance  o f  su r v i va l  

we  dec ided  t o  t a ke  t he  f i r s t  and  t h i r d  ch i cks  back  t o  

t he  r e sea r ch  cen te r .  We  t ook  F ranz  I , (named  

Pancho ) ,  as  soon  as  F ranz  I I  ha tched .  He  was  5  days  

o ld  and  ve r y  hea l t hy .  Howeve r ,  F ranz  I I I  (Walke r )  was  

t a ken  as  soon  as  he  ha tched .  He  was  unde rwe igh t  

and  needed  u rgen t  a t t en t i on .  We  a l l  t hough t  he  was  

go ing  t o  d ie .  Howeve r ,  a f t e r  a  coup le  o f  weeks  and  a  

l o t  o f  ex t r a  ca re  f r om  ou r  macaw  ch i ck  b reed ing  

expe r t ,  Mark  Moore ,  Walke r  managed  t o  become  

hea l t hy .  

Pancho  was  r e t u rned  t o  h i s  nes t  a f t e r  a  coup le  o f  

weeks  i n  t he  cen t r e  and  was  accep ted  by  h i s  pa ren t s  

wi th  no  p rob l ems  a t  a l l .  Walke r ,  on  t he  o the r  hand ,  

needed  a  new  home .  We  cou ldn ' t  pu t  h im  back  i n t o  

F ranz  because  he  was  so  much  younge r  t han  h i s  

b ro the r s  and  wou ld  l i k e l y  be  i gno red  by  h i s  pa ren t s .   

He  wou ld  be  ou r  f i r s t  t r ans l oca t i on  t o  ano the r  nes t  -  

bu t  f i r s t ,  we  had  t o  f i nd  a  su i t ab l e  nes t !   

Did  y o u  kn o w . . . ?  



Tab le  1 :  S howing  a  b reakdown o f  the  b reed ing  season  as  o f  December  31s t  2017  and  how many  ch icks  
we  a re  mon i to r ing  in  the i r  nes ts  a round  the  Tambopata  Research  Cen t re .  

continued from page 3.....
A  s im i l a r  s to r y  happened  i n  t he  nea rby  nes t  "Hugo " .  The  

second  ch i ck  ha tched  a f t e r  j u s t  two  days  and  t h r ee  days  

a f t e r  a  t h i r d  ch i ck  ha tched .  The  f i r s t  and  second  ch i cks  

were  l e f t  i n  t he  nes t  bu t  t he  t h i r d  ch i ck  was  t a ken  back  

t o  t he  r e sea r ch  cen t r e  t he  day  i t  ha tched .  We  named  i t  

"Ce rveza " .  Wi th  f ou r  ch i cks  i n  t he  cen t r e ,  we  had  

managed  t o  su r v i ved  weeks  o f  s l eep l e s s  n igh t s  

and  days  o f  ho t ,  ha rd  work .  A  t o t a l  o f  16  ch i cks  had  

ha tched .  Eve r yone  needed  a  bee r  (o r  ce r veza )  a t  t h i s  

s t age  o f  t he  season !  

Th roughou t  Decembe r  we  b rough t  f ou r  more  ch i cks  

back  t o  t he  r e sea r ch  cen t r e  t ha t  were  a t  r i s k  o f  

s t a r va t i on ,  Mar i o  (Mo l i ne ro  I ) ,  Lu ig i  (Ce iba  I ) ,  T -Rex  

(Tap i r  i )  and  Gas  (Gav i l an  I I ) .  Dur i ng  t h i s  t ime  Hugo  I I  

d ied  l e av i ng  j u s t  one  ch i ck  i n  t he  nes t .  A l t hough  t h i s  

was  ve r y  un fo r t una te ,  i t  was  a  na tu r a l  even t  and  gave  us  

t he  oppo r tun i t y  t o  g i ve  Walke r  a  new  home .  

Our  v i deo  c amera  i ns ta l l ed  i n  nes t  Mo l i ne ro  has  been  
hook ed  up  t o  t he  TV  i n  t he  l odge  s o  we  c an  mon i t o r  
pa ren ta l  ac c ep tanc e .  

The  l a s t  t r ans l oca t i on  we  d id  i n  Decembe r  was  

Mo l i ne ro  I ,  o r  Mar i o .  He  spen t  two  weeks  i n  t he  

r e sea r ch  cen t r e  wh i l e  h i s  younge r  s i b l i ng  pu t  

on  we igh t  i n  t he  nes t .  Mo l i ne ro  nes t  s i t s  i n  a  

Spond i a s  momb in  t r ee  on l y  a  f ew  mete r s  away  

f r om  TRC .  

When  Mar i o  was  r e t u rned  success fu l l y  t o  t h i s  

nes t ,  we  hooked  t he  v ideo  r eco rde r  up  t o  t he  

t e l ev i s i on  i n  t he  l odge  so  we  cou ld  mon i to r  

how  he  was  do ing  each  day .  We  cou ld  see  t ha t  

h i s  begg ing  r e sponse  was  good  and  he ' s  been  

g row ing  s t ead i l y  s i nce  t hen .  

Walke r  was  accep ted  i n t o  

t he  nes t  Hugo  n i ce l y  and  t he  

macaw  pa ren t s  were  

p reen ing  h im  a f t e r  j u s t  a  f ew  

sho r t  hou r s .  I t  t ook  an  ex t r a  

push  f o r  h im  t o  l e a rn  how  t o

be  f ed  by  h i s  new  pa ren t s ,  

bu t  a f t e r  a  f ew  days  he  was  

do ing  we l l .  To  make  su re  

t ha t  he  kep t  ga in i ng  we igh t  

and  g row ing  no rma l l y ,  we  

c l imbed  t he  nes t  tw i ce  a  day  

and  gave  h im  supp lemen ta l  

f eed ings  once  pe r  day .  

We  a l so  had  a  v ideo  came ra  

i n s t a l l ed  i n  t he  nes t  and  ou r  vo lun tee r s  were  ou t  i n  t he  
j ung l e  f o r  hou r s  wa tch ing  and  r eco rd i ng  eve r y  
movemen t  t he  pa ren t s  and  ch i cks  made .

So  we  ended  the  year  wi th  f i ve  success fu l  
t rans loca t ions  and  four  ch icks  s t i l l  be ing  hand -  
fed  i n  the  research  cente r .  A  to ta l  of  25  ch icks  are  
a l i ve  i n  the i r  nes ts  and  the re  are  s t i l l  another  10  
more  eggs  to  hatch ! .  
I t  wi l l  be  a  busy  January  fo r  sure ! ! !  

Researchers hand-fed "Walker" once 
per day in the field during his first 10 
days in his new nest.



By  t he  31s t  o f  Decembe r ,  n ine  ch i cks  had  spen t  t ime  away  f r om  t he i r  nes t s  be ing  ca red  f o r  i n  t he  r e sea r ch  

cen t r e .  Because  o f  t he  numbe r  o f  days  be tween  t he i r  ha tch ing  da te  and  t he  ha tch ing  da te  o f  t he i r  s i b l i ngs ,  i f  

we  d idn ' t  do  t h i s ,  e i t he r  t hey  o r  t he i r  s i b l i ngs  had  a  ve r y  h igh  chance  o f  dy ing  f r om  s t a r va t i on .  Thanks  t o  a l l  

t he  peop le  i n vo l ved  i n  t h i s  p ro j ec t ,  as  we l l  as  ou r  gene rous  suppo r t e r s ,  t hese  ch i cks  a re  now  a l i ve  and  

hea l t hy .  We 'd  l i k e  you  t o  mee t  t hem .  

Introducing ... the translocated chicks

HATCHED :  15  NOV  17  

NEST :  MANDY -LU  

CHICK  1   

HATCHED :  28  NOV  17  

NEST :  FRANZ  

CHICK  1   

HATCHED :  6  DEC  17  

NEST :  FRANZ  

CHICK  3   

PERUCHO  
 HATCHED :  21  NOV  17  

NEST :  MANDY -LU  

CHICK  2   

HATCHED :  8  DEC  17  

NEST :  MOL INERO  

CHICK  1   

HATCHED :  11  DEC  17  

NEST :  CE IBA  

CHICK  1  

HATCHED :  11  DEC  17  

NEST :  HUGO  

CHICK  3  

HATCHED :  26  DEC  17  

NEST :  TAP IR  

CHICK  2  

HATCHED :  20  DEC  17  

NEST :  GAV ILAN  

CHICK  2  

AROHA  

WALKER  MAR IO  
 

LU IG I  

CERVEZA T -REX  GAS  

PANCHO  



Our  r e sea r ch  t eam  mon i to r s  a  t o t a l  o f  

4O  macaw  nes t s  i n  32  t r ees  

t h roughou t  t he  j ung l e  a round  t he  

Tambopa ta  Resea rch  Cen t r e .  

These  t r ees  a re  g i an t s  o f  t he  j ung l e ,  

eme rgen t s  wh ich  r i s e  above  t he  

canopy ,  p rov id i ng  she l t e r  and  f ood  f o r  

hund reds  o f  p l an t s ,  an ima l s  and  

i n sec t s .  Some  o f  t hem  a re  hund reds ,  

pe rhaps  even  t housands  o f  yea r s  o ld .   

Sca r l e t  macaws  i n  t he  r eg ion  a re  on l y  

f ound  nes t i ng  i n  t r ee  ho l l ows  i n  f i v e  

t r ee  spec i e s ,  wi th  a  p re f e r ence  f o r  t he  

I r onwood  (D ip te r y x  mic r an tha )  and  

Ce iba  t r ee  (Ce iba  pen t and ra ) .  Th i s  

means  t he  nes t i ng  popu l a t i on  o f  

Sca r l e t  macaws  i s  no t  on l y  dependan t  

on  how  many  l a r ge ,  o ld  t r ees  t he re  

a re ,  bu t  a l so  how  many  have  su i t ab l e  

t r ee  ho l l ows .  Resea rch  has  shown  t ha t  

even  i n  a  p r i s t i ne  r a i n fo r e s t ,  on  

ave rage  t he re  i s  one  su i t ab l e  t r ee  

ho l l ow  pe r  15  hec ta r e s !  

One  o f  t he  nes t i ng  

Sca r l e t  macaw  adu l t s  

eyes  ou r  c l imbe r  as  she  

app roaches  a  PVC  nes t ,  

suspended  30m  up  an  

o ld  I r onwood  t r ee  

(D ip te r y x  mic r an tha ) .  

An  Amazon  g i an t ,  t he  Ce iba  pen t and ra  t r ee ,  i s  home  t o  t housands  o f  spec i e s  -  i n c l ud ing  a  nes t i ng  macaw  coup le  

and  t he i r  ch i cks  who  have  made  a  home  i n  one  o f  ou r  wooden  nes t  boxes .  Known  by  l o ca l  t r i bes  as  t he   'mothe r  

o f  t he  f o r e s t ' ,  t he  Ce iba  p .  t r ee  has  s t r ong  cu l t u r a l  and  sp i r i t u a l  s i gn i f i c ance  f o r  many  peop le .  

Nesting in the Amazon  S ince  1989 ,  we  have  des igned ,  bu i l t ,  

r edes igned  ma in t a i ned  and  r ep l aced  

a r t i f i c i a l  nes t s  and  hung  t hem  i n  t hese  

l a r ge  t r ees  t o  he lp  i n c r ease  t he  wi ld  

popu l a t i on  o f  nes t i ng  macaws  i n  t he  

a rea .  To  da te ,  we  have  9  wooden  nes t  

boxes ,  13  PVC  nes t  boxes  and  16  na tu r a l  

nes t s .  

So  f a r  t h i s  b reed ing  season  t he re  a re  

ch i cks  i n  seven  o f  t he  na tu r a l  nes t s ,  

e igh t  wooden  nes t s  and  s i x  PVC  nes t s .

Did  y o u  kn o w . . . ?  
A l t hough  Red -and -g reen  
macaws  a re  usua l l y  on l y  
f ound  nes t i ng  i n  na tu r a l l y  
f o rmed  t r ee  ho l l ows ,  Sca r l e t  
macaws  wi l l  happ i l y  nes t  i n  
wooden  nes t  boxes  as  we l l  
as  t hose  made  f r om  PVC .   



Ca r l o s  Huaman i  C .  g rew  up  i n  Pue r to  Ma ldonado ,  

wh ich  i s  l o ca ted  abou t  7  hou r s  by  boa t  f r om  t he  

Tambopa ta  Macaw  Resea rch  Cen t r e .  He  has  been  

work i ng  wi th  t he  Macaw  P ro j ec t  f o r  more  t han  6  

yea r s ,  s t a r t i ng  as  a  vo lun tee r  and  t hen  be ing  h i r ed  

as  an  ass i s t an t ,  even tua l l y  becom ing  t he  f i e l d  

l e ade r .  He  has  a lways  been  a  t a l en ted  c l imbe r  and  

i s  now  t he  expe r t  c l imb ing  t eache r  a t  t he  P ro j ec t ,  

r e spons ib l e  f o r  t r a i n i ng  t he  new  vo lun tee r s  t ha t  

come  on  boa rd .  He  i s  a l so  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t he  

cons t r uc t i on  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  nes t s  and  p l ac i ng  t hem  i n  

t he  t r ees .   

He  desc r i bes  h imse l f  as  a  t ou r i s t  gu ide ,  

p ro fe s s i ona l  c l imbe r  and  huge  na tu re  l o ve r !   

" I  l o ve  work i ng  wi th  macaws  because  I  t h i nk  t hey  

a re  t he  mos t  co lo r f u l ,  i n t e r e s t i ng  and  i n t e l l i gen t  

b i rd s  i n  t he  wor ld .  I  l o ve  Tambopa ta  because  i t  i s  

one  o f  t he  bes t  conse r ved  and  mos t  b iod i ve r se  

p l aces  i n  Pe ru .  I n  my  f r ee  t ime ,  I  l i k e  t o  b i rdwa tch ,  

t r a ve l l i ng  ac ros s  Pe ru  and  l e a rn i ng  more  abou t  t he  

spec i e s  I  encoun te r "  -  Ca r l o s  Huaman i  

Meet our climbing expert:

Ca r l o s  Huaman i  C .  bu i l d s  and  p l aces  ou r  a r t i f i c i a l  nes t s .  

As  we l l  as  work i ng  t h roughou t  t he  b reed ing  season  

t e ach ing  vo lun tee r s  t o  c l imb ,  he  r e t u rns  t o  Tambopa t a  

i n  Ju l y  t o  ma in t a i n  t he  nes t s  and  he lp  p repa re  t hem  f o r  

t he  com ing  b reed ing  season .  

Carlos Huamani 

A lucky encounter
ROSHAN  TA ILOR

Pa r t  o f  ou r  j ob  i s  t o  mon i to r  t he  nes t s  we  a re  

t r ans l oca t i ng  ch i cks  i n t o  so  we  can  be  su re  t he  

ch i cks  a re  accep ted  by  t he i r  new  pa ren t s .  We  i n s t a l l  

v ideo  r eco rde r s  i n t o  t hese  nes t s  wh ich  a re

connec ted  t o  a  ca r  ba t t e r y  a t  t he  bo t tom  o f  t he  nes t .  

These  nes t  obse r va t i ons  i n vo l ve  s i t t i ng  on  a  cha i r  

unde rnea th  a  t a rp  f o r  6  hou r s  wa tch ing  t he  nes t  

v ideo  on  a  l i t t l e  t v  sc reen  and  r eco rd i ng  eve r y  move  

t he  pa ren t s  and  ch i cks  make .  F rom  f eed ing  t o  

begg ing  t o  p reen ing  -  i t ' s  a l l  r eco rded  v i a  v ideo  and  

a l so  i n  wr i t t en  f o rm .  Th i s  i s  an  accoun t  f r om  one  o f  

ou r  vo lun tee r s ,  Roshan ,  o f  a  nes t  v ideo  obse r va t i on  

t ha t  i n vo l ved  a  f ew  su rp r i s i ng  gues t s . . .  

So  who  says  s i t t i ng  wa tch ing  a  nes t  f o r  6  hou r s  i s  

bo r i ng?  I  was  do ing  a  v ideo  obse r va t i on  o f  nes t  

Mandy -Lu ,  and  wi th  abou t  20  minu tes  t o  go ,  I  hea rd  

t h i s  sc reech ing  sound  com ing  f r om  t he  c reek  beh ind  

t he  nes t ,  I  t hough t  wha t  i s  t ha t ?

So  I  wen t  down  t o  t he  c reek  and  hea rd  t h i s  b ig   

sp l a sh .  I  i n i t i a l l y  t hough t  i t  was  a  t ap i r ,  bu t  t hen  a  

G ian t  R i ve r  Ot te r  swam  pas t ,  f o l l owed  by  4  more !  I  

hones t l y  cou ld  no t  be l i e ve  wha t  I  was  see ing . …a  

f am i l y  o f  o t t e r s  p l ay i ng  a round ,  p robab l y  l ook i ng  f o r  

f i s h .  They  con t i nued  sw imming  and  ca l l i ng ,  t hen  

ano the r  made  a  sp l a sh .  As  t hey  swam  pas t  me ,  I  r an  

as  f a s t  as  I  cou ld  t o  ge t  my  phone ,  bu t  when  I  

r e t u rned  t hey  had  gone .  I t  was  abso lu t e l y  awesome ,  

espec i a l l y  when  t he  chances  o f  see ing  t hem  a t  TRC  

i s  so  i n c r ed ib l y  r a r e !  I t  was  t he  bes t  nes t  

obse r va t i on  eve r  I  t h i nk !  

An  endange red  G ian t  R i ve r  Ot t e r  (P t e r onu r a  b r a s i l i e n s i s )  

pe r i s cop i ng  f r om  t he  r i v e r .



Insights from our volunteers
LO IC  DE  LEEUW

l e av i ng  a  t h i c k  l a ye r  o f  mud  eve r ywhe re .  A  l o t  l i k e  

snow ,  j u s t  no t  wh i t e .  I t  made  f o r  an  i n t e r e s t i ng  

change  o f  a l l  my  f am i l i a r  haun t s .  The  Bow l  was  wa i s t  

deep  unde rwa te r ,  p robab l y  t eem ing  wi th  ca iman  

sw imming  pas t  my  came ra  t r ap .  Sad l y ,  a f t e r  wad ing  

t h rough  wa te r  t ha t  was  up  t o  my  h ips  and  pu l l i ng  t he  

came ra  f r om  i t s  pe rch  be low  t he  su r f ace  o f  t he  wa te r ,  

i t  had  no t  r eg i s t e r ed  t he  f l ood .  Bu t  l u ck i l y  i t  s t i l l  

worked ,  so  i t ’ s  ou t  i n  t he  j ung l e  aga in  cap tu r i ng  any  

unsuspec t i ng  an ima l  (o r  r e sea r che r )  pass i ng  by .  

Bu t ,  I  guess  I  am  supposed  t o  t a l k  a  b i t  abou t  t he  

p ro j ec t  and  t he  b ig  b i rd s  (macaws ) .  Even  t hough  t hey  

bas i ca l l y  a re  a  means  t o  an  end  and  a l l  t he  da ta  I  

co l l ec t  i s  “co l l a t e r a l  damage ”  o f  me  wande r i ng  

t h rough  t he  woods .  To  quo te  my  good  f r i end  Foxy  

Sp r i nge r ,  i t ’ s  a l l  “monkey  p i c tu r e  t ime ”  and  

occas i ona l l y  you  s top  a t  a  nes t  f o r  10  minu tes  t o  

check  i f  t he  b ig  b i rd s  use  i t ,  o r  you  no te  t he  numbe r  

o f  pa r ro t s  f l y i ng  ove r  a t  a  census  po in t .  S t i l l ,  I  l o ve  

t he  work  and  t he  c l imb ing  i s  r ea l l y  coo l ,  g i v i ng  you  a  

b i rd ’ s  eye  v i ew  o f  t he  f o r e s t .  You  r ea l l y  ge t  up  c lo se  

and  pe r sona l  wi th  t he  b i rd s ,  some t imes  a  b i t  t oo  

c lo se ,  bu t  r e s t  assu red ,  I  s t i l l  have  a l l  my  f i nge r s  ( j u s t  

ba re l y ) .  

Bu t  now  I ’m  o f f  t o  po l i sh  my  bones  so  I  can  send  some  

t o  my  o ld  r oomma te  Cap ta i n  Amer i ca ,  wi th  whom  I  

used  t o  r oam  t he  f o r e s t  and  do  as  many  home  

i n vas i ons  (nes t  c l imbs  t o  check  f o r  eggs )  and  a l i en  

abduc t i ons  ( l owe r i ng  o f  ch i cks  t o  t he  ve te r i na r i ans  

downs ta i r s )  as  poss ib l e ,  i n  o rde r  t o  save  t he  wor ld  o f  

macaws  and  ensu re  t ha t  t hey  wi l l  be  ab l e  t o  f l y  o f f  

i n t o  e te rn i t y .  

Gree t i ngs ,  

The  Green  Lan te rn  (a l so  know  as :  The  Bone  Co l l ec to r ,  

Lucho ,  o r  Lo ï c  de  Leeuw )  

I ’ve  been  f a sc i na ted  by  na tu re  eve r  s i nce  I  l i v ed  i n  

A f r i c a  when  I  was  young .  N ine  yea r s  i n  t he  t r op i c s  

and  t hen  back  t o  Ho l l and .  S ince  t hen  I  neve r  r ea l l y  

wen t  back  t o  t he  t r op i c s ,  so  I  was  r ea l l y  exc i t ed  t o  go  

t o  t he  Pe ruv i an  j ung l e .  By  now  I ’ve  been  a t  

Tambopa ta  Resea rch  Cen te r  f o r  abou t  3  and  a  ha l f  

mon ths  and  sad l y  I  wi l l  be  l e av i ng  i n  2  weeks  t o  go  

back  t o  no rma l  l i f e  i n  Ho l l and .  Fou r  mon ths  r ea l l y  

f l i e s  by  i n  t he  j ung l e .  

The  t h i ng  I  l o ve  t he  mos t  i s  t ha t  eve r y  day  i s  

d i f f e r en t .  Go ing  ou t  i n t o  t he  j ung l e ,  you  neve r  know  

wha t  you  a re  go ing  t o  mee t ,  so  each  day  b r i ngs  i t s  

own  su rp r i s e s .  I t  can  be  any th i ng  f r om  a  g ras shoppe r  

b igge r  t han  you r  hand  t o  a  f r og  sma l l e r  t han  you r  

f i nge rna i l ,  t o  t he  f l a sh  o f  a  j agua r .  Or ,  you  a lmos t  

s t ep  on  a  huge  ca iman  sunba th i ng  on  t he  pa th  t o  

Ayahuasca  nes t .  Eve r y th i ng  i s  poss ib l e .  And  even  

t hough  t he  f o r e s t  i s  neve r  qu ie t ,  t he  monkeys  how l ,  

t he  macaws '  sc reech  and  t he  i n sec t s '  buzz ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  

ve r y  peace fu l .  Jus t  wa l k i ng  t h rough  t he  f o r e s t  o r  

s i t t i ng  down  on  t he  t h i r d  bench ,  t he re  i s  a  l oud  

qu ie tness  t o  t he  j ung l e  t ha t  you ’ r e  no t  l i k e l y  t o  f i nd  

anywhe re  i n  t he  “c i v i l i z ed  wor ld ” .  

P lus ,  t he  f o r e s t  changes  so  qu i ck l y ,  espec i a l l y  wi th  

r a i n .  The  r i v e r  can  r i s e  i n  a  coup le  o f  hou r s  t o  be  un -  

nav igab l e  and  i f  i t  con t i nues  t o  r a i n  you  ge t  t o  

wi tness  some th i ng  l i k e  t he  'Grea t  F lood  o f  Chr i s tmas  

Day ' .  The  r i v e r  r o se  so  much  t ha t  i t  r eached  t he

cen te r  and  you  cou ld  see  supp l i e s  f l o a t i ng  by !  A  l o t  

o f  t he  t r a i l s  were  comp le t e l y  f l ooded  and  Pukaku ro ,  

an  a r t i f i c i a l  nes t  30  mete r s  f r om  t he  cen te r ,  cou ld  no t  

be  r eached .

A t  t he  base  o f  t h i s  t r ee ,  you  wou ld  be  ch in  deep  i n  

t he  wa te r .  So  c l imb ing  was  pos tponed  un t i l  t he  nex t  

day ,  when  t he  wa te r  was  ac tua l l y  mos t l y  gone ,   

One  o f  ou r  ded i ca t ed  vo lun tee r s  g i ves  a  f r i end  a  

p iggy -back  t h rough  t he  r i s i ng  wa te r  as  t he  r i v e r  

beg ins  t o  b reach  t he  banks .   

A  Sca r l e t  Macaw ,  wi th  i t s  1m  wingspan ,  ou t s t r e t ched ,  

f l y i ng  ove r  t he  Pe ruv i an  Amazon  r a i n f o r e s t  i n  

Tambopa t a  Na t i ona l  Rese r ve .  



Thank you, 
from the whole team at TRC
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